INTRODUCTION
Currently low-tide elevations are increasingly important in international law of the sea in both theory and practice. 1 First, low-tide elevations have practical importance for the coastal State, since such elevations may have an impact on identifying the outer limits of the territorial sea. In this regard, Article 13(1) of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea2 (hereafter the LOSC) provides that:
Where a low-tide elevation is situated wholly or partly at a distance not exceeding the breadth of the territorial sea from the mainland or an island, the low-water line on that elevation may be used as the baseline for measuring the breadth of the territorial sea. 3 In connection with this, Judge Oda argued in the Qatar/Bahrain case (Merits) that "[i]n 1930 and 1958, low-tide elevations located in the rather narrow (three-mile) sea belt off the coast would not have had much effect on the extent or the boundary of the territorial sea, and these provisions might have reflected customary law prevailing at that time." Yet Judge Oda asked: ''how could they have the same minor effect if the territorial sea were to be widened to 12 miles?" 4 Furthermore, the presence of low-tide elevations may produce an important question in maritime delimitations: whether lowtide elevations may be a relevant circumstance and, if this is the case, what is their effect on maritime delimitations? Considering that there are a number of areas where maritime delimitations are needed, 5 the impact of low-tide elevations upon this is worth examining.
Secondly, low-tide elevations provoke interesting theoretical questions relating to the concept of the "territoriality" in international law: Whether low-tide elevations could be regarded as part of land territory or as part of the seabed. If low-tide elevations are argued to be terrestrial territory, international law regarding the acquisition of territory is applicable to them. By contrast, if low-tide elevations are regarded as part of the seabed, such a feature should be subject to law of the sea. On this point, it is worth noting that the Qatar/Bahrain decision (Merits) of 2001 broke new ground.
It is against this background that this article seeks to examine low-tide elevations in international law focusing on three principal issues. Following an introduction, the identification oflow-tide elevations will be addressed in Part Two. Part Three will examine the territoriality of low-tide elevations by analyzing the Qatar/Bahrain case (Merits). Furthermore, Part Four will consider the impact of low-tide elevations upon maritime delimitations on back to the 1930 Hague Conference for the Codification oflnternational Law. For a historical analysis regarding the effect to be given to low-tide elevations, see H. 
